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Union no longer stands as Israel's greatest enemy using the Arabs as her
puppets to gain control of the Middle East. It was important many times
in the past few years for Israel to stand firm otherwise she would have

been destroyed. Perhaps now is the time for diplomacy. Yehoshua eventually
became the leader of the Jewish people because there was no way to deal
with the Canaanites except through confrontation. However, Solomon, Shlomo,
the wisest of all Jewish kings, never used confrontation throughout his

: . -
40 year reign. He only used diplomacy. Let us hope and pray that as

woHh .
we enter a new era amd-as a new government % over the reins of power

) oy Whedlog 0@ et .

in Israel that it will be able to,determine Get now is the time for diplomacy,
S

and that if it is, that ¢ke new government will be blessed with the diplomatic

»
skillk of Kolaiv Ben Yefuna. G-d blessed Kolaiv and even gave him a special

inheritance because he knew how to utilize diplomacy correctly. Kolaiv
espoused flexibility and diplomacy but his flexibility and diplomacy i
never comptomise:fJewish existence or basic Jewish values. Evem his name
L . i n Heonod

indicated this. Kolaiv Ben Yefuna.can mean someone whose heart can cause

even enemies to be turned into friends. Let us hope and pray that soon

all of Israel's enemies will be turned into friends.
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It is very difficult to know what is the right way to solve our problems.
Sometimes we must confront them head on. Other times we must be flexible,
diplomatic, and be willing to zig and zag and maybe even backtrack a little
in order to solve them. Tt is very difficult to know when we should hold
fast and not give an inch and when we should bend so we should not break
so we will be able eventually to achieve our goals. The rabbis say that
the reed grass is many times much stronger than the mighty cedar because
when a fierce north wind comes the cedar can be overturned because it
cannot bend, while the reed grass, because it is supple, can bend almost
to the ground without breaking. The reed grass will bounce back after

the wind has gone and will resume its upright position, while the cedar,
which has been totally uprooted, can no longer function as a viable entity.
When must you be strong and confrontational, and when must you be supple

and diplomatic? It is very difficult to know.

The Torah portion that we read on the Shabbos before Tisha B'Av is always
Devorim, and the Haphtorah that we always read on this Shabbos comes from
Isaiah, Yeshayahu. This Shabbos is called Shabbos Chazon because the

first word in this Haphtorah is Chazon. In this Haphtorah we learn about
the destruction of Jerusalem. We learn how Israel was to become desolate,
its cities burned witin fire, etc. At the end of the Haphtorah we learn
how "Zion Jerusalem shall be redeemed with justice and how through Tzedakah
we will come back from exile to rebuild her". It seems strange, though,
that we read on the Shabbos before Tisha B'Av, the day which commemorates
the destruction of the first and the second temple, a passage from Yeshayahu.
It would have seemed much more appropriate to read a passage from Jeremiah,
Yermeeyahu because, by and large, Yeshayahu was much more a prophet of

hope than of destruction, while Yermeeyahu was much more a prophet of
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destruction rather than of hope. Besides, in Yermeeyahu's time Jerusalem
was actually destroyed while Yeshayahu almost singlehandedly saved Jerusalem.
Yeshayahu prophesied during the reign of King Cheeskeeyahu. The Assyrians
were the world power of that day. They had swooped down in the year 721
B.C.E. and had destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel and had taken

the ten tribes into captivity. In the year 701 B.C.E. they surrounded
Jerusalem after having defeated the mighty empires of the world. It did

not seem possible that Jerusalem could survive this vicious assault.

After the city had used up all its provisions things looked hopeless and
everybody, including many false prophets, counseled that Jerusalem should
give up and submit to the Assyrian yoke. Yeshayahu, rhough, counseled
Cheeskeeyahu to keep fighting, that G-d would deliver the city. He was

the only one who urged Cheeskeeyahu to keep fighting. He turned out to

be right. A terrible plague broke out among the Assyrian army, which

is written about even by Herodotus, the Greek historian, and Jerusalem

was miraculously saved. Here we see that the prophet counseled confrontation.
Do not give an inch, and he was right. This afterwards led the people

to mistakenly believe that G-d would never let .Jerusalem be destroyed,

that Jerusalem was impregnable. One hundred and fifteen years later when
Yermeeyahu prophesied in 586 B.C.E. he told the people to submit to Babylonia,
not to fight. He even went around with a yoke on his neck. In his day

the false prophets were telling the people to fight like Yeshayahu had

done, but in Yermeeyahu's time the correct counsel was to submit. If

the people had submitted to Babylonian rule Jerusalem would have been

spared, but they did not listen to Yermeeyahu and it was destroyed.

It would seem more appropriate that we should read a Haphtorah from Yermeeyahu
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on the Shabbos before Tisha B'Av and not from Yeshayahu because in Yermeeyahu's
time the temple was actually destroyed. Here were two prophets whose

messages were diametrically opposed. Yermeeyahu said to submit aund Yeshayahu
said to fight, and they were both correct based upon the circumstances

of their day. It is very difficult to know when we should fight for the

last inch and when we should be willing to compromise.

In the Torah portion Devorim we learn also about how the Jewish people
murmurred in their tents when the spies came back from.the land of Israel.
Ten of them came back with a bad report and only two of them came back

with a good report. We know that the two spies who came back with a good
report were Yehoshua Bin Nun and Kolaiv Ben Yefuna. In the Torah portion
Shlach Lecha we learn how before Moshe sends these spies he takes Yehoshua,
who was his personal aide as well as the head of the army, aside and changes
his name. He changes his name from Hoshea Bin Nun to Yehoshua Bin Nun.
Hoshea means "G-d helped". Yehoshua weans "G-d will.help". He also blesses
Yehoshua and prays that he will not be overcome by the counsel of the

ten evil spies. The question is asked by the rabbis, why didn't Moshe

also bless the other good spy, Kolaiv Ben Yefuna, before hess?a\:-him off
with the other spies. Also after this incident when we learn how G-d
rewards Kolaiv Ben Yefuna by telling him that he would inherit Chevron

and the neighboring hill country, G-d says that He is rewarding Kolaiv
because he had another spirit. What does this mean that he had another

spirit?

The rabbis say that Kolaiv Ben Yefuna was a diplomat. Kolaiv Ben Yefuna

came from the Tribe of Judah. Judah knew how to exercise leadership.

Most times leadership requires diplomacy. Without diplomacy you cannot
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bridge the widely divergent views that are found even among people who
share the same goals. Diplomacy is non-confrontational. It tries to
look at the points of agreement and not the points of disagreement in
order to gain an agreed upon course of action.. Judah, when he wanted

to save Joseph, argued that it was not right that the brothers should
have Joseph's blood on their hands. Instead let them sell Joseph to the
Ishmaeli#tes who would take him down to Egypt. Everyone knew that slaves
did not live very long in Egypt. Yehoshua Bin Nun, on the other hand,
came from the Tribe of Joseph. He was chosen to represent Ephraim, one
of the two tribes which came from Joseph. Joseph, at least in the beginnﬁing,
was not noted for his tact or diplomacy. He told his brothers his dreams
even though he knew that this would infuriate them. Yehoshua believed
in confrontation. When Eldad and Maydad propesied in the camp Yehoshua
wanted Moshe to imprison him. Moshe, of course, would. have nothing at
all to do with that, H:::as happy to dialogue with him. Moshe l{nev that
Yehoshua would be at risk when he travelled with the other spies because
he would constantly confront them and infuriate them. Kolaiv, on the

other hand, was a diplomat. He could state his views without confronting

them and infuriating them.

Diplomacy is very important in all human relations. If a wife is very
excited because she has just bought a new dress and she puts it on and
shows it to her husband, he can, even if he does not like the dress, tell
her that he does not like it in a nice way. For example, he can say,
"That's a very interesting dress, but I think you should save it for another
occasion,"” or he could become confrontational and say, "That dress looks

terrible. Take it off." In one case he would hurt and infuriate his
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wife. In the other case she would understand that he did not care too

much for the dress but she would not become infuriated. Diplomacy requires

reframing issues, putting them in a little different context. We see

that, too, when people bring up new ideas at a meeting. They can either

be shot down and told that they are stupid, or they can be told that their
Decqust—

ideas have some merit but that they were not put on the agenda for this

meeting bwe that they will be given to a committee to be brought up at

the next meeting. Diplomacy, though, has its pitfalls. You can become

so flexible that you end up giving away everything.

That's why the rabbis teach us that when the spies went into Israel it

says, "And they went into the Negev and he.came until Chevron." Why does
the Torah change from the plural to the singular? The rabbis answer that
only Kolaiv Ben Yefuna went to Chevron to the caves of the patriarchs

in order to pray and make sure that in his zeal for diplomacy and compromise

he would not give away basic Jewish values.

We also learn that after the spies came back with their evil report the
people became very upset and clamored against Moshe and Aaron. Yehoshua
tried to calm the crowd but he was not able to. He was not able to because
(1) Yehoshua confronted. them directly; and (2) since he was a general

the people thought that like all professionals he wanted to practice his
craft and, therefore, he welcomed war. Kolaiv Ben Yefuna, on the other
hand, was able to silence the crowd because he agreed with them that there
was danger, etc., but he told them that they could still prevail. He

did not minimize their fears. He, too, it turns out was unsuccessful

but at least the crowd gave him a hearing.
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Jewish history is filled with examples of both types of leaderships.
Sometimes what is required is confrontation and sometimes what is required

is diplaﬁ;acy. The Maccabees had no choice. They had to confront Antiochus
and they were right. On the other hand, the zealots were wrong in confronting
Rome. We know that there were two schools of Zionism that sprang up in

the 1930's, one led by Chaim Weitzman, who championed diplomacy. After

all, it was he who through diplomacy won for the Jewish people the Balfour
Declaration. The other school of Zionism was led by Zev Jabotinsky, who

said that the times demanded confrontation. There are many who say that

if we had followed Zev Jabotinsky's counsel many of the six million Jews

who perished in Europe could have been saved. However, others say that
without Chaim Weitzman the British would hav:o‘:ici.‘s!ontinued teeeldy supporting
any Jewish claim to Palestine. Therefore, without diplomacy we would

have lost all of Palestine and the Jews in it, too. There would not have
been any place for the six million to go. We know that Ben Gurion throughout
most of his career favored diplomacy, but eve-rkle in 1948 chose confrontation
with the Arabs by proclaiming Israel's independence. It was he who during
certain periods of the British Mandate had the Haganah confront the British.
On the other hand, Menachem Begin mostly favored confrontation throughout
his career from the time he headed the Irgun to the time he was Prime
Minister of Israel, but it was he also who championed diplomacy when he

gave up the Sinai and made peace with Egypt. Sometimes we must stand

firm and not give up an inch otherwise we will be destroyed, and other

times we must be willing to be flexible in order that we can survive and

prevent terrible destruction.

The world today has changed. There is no longer a cold war. The Soviet




